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INTRODUCTION 


INTRODUCTION 


The  following  study  consists  of  an  investigation  into 
the  population  and  economy  of  Taylorsville,  North  Carolina. 
One  objective  of  this  Study  Is  to  make  available  in  simple 
and  clear-cut  language  the  past,  present,  and  future  charact- 
eristics of  the  population^   A  second  objective  is  to  examine 
the  City's  economic  activity.   Population  patterns  and  pro- 
jections, economic  activity  and  comparisons  are  among  the 
many  techniques  of  the  analysis.   In  general,  a  complete  dis- 
cussion of  any  given  circumstance  is  not  sought;  rather  an 
investigation  of  its  major  elements  will  be  pursued. 

In  order  to  understand  the  implications  of  this  report 
both  the  encouraging  and  the  discouraging  aspects  will  be 
explained,  affording  the  reader  an  understanding  of  Taylors- 
ville. This  report,  it  is  hoped,  will  serve  as  an  informa- 
tive aid  for  planning  and  policy  formulation,  and  as  a  refer- 
ence source  for  the  citizens  of  the  City. 

All  data  used  in  this  report  were  obtained  from  the 
latest  information  and  statistics  available  at  the  time  this 
study  was  initiated.   Some  data  are  current,   other  data  are 
several  years  old,  nevertheless,  all  are  still  useful  for 
present  and  future  needs.   The  author  is  indebted  to  the 
many  people  who  offered  their  time  and  help  in  collecting 
and  gathering  materials  for  this  study.   As  for  the  final 
report,  the  comments,  and  conclusions,  I  alone  am  responsi- 
ble. 


D.O.M. 


POPULATION 


1 


REGIONAL 
BACKGROUND 


LOCATION 

Taylorsville  Is  located  in  Alexander  County,  which  is 
part  of  the  area  designated  as  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountain 
Slopes.  This  is  a  transition  area  between  the  industrialized 
Piedmont  Plateau  and  the  geographic  Blue  Ridge  Mountains, 
yet  it  contains  characteristics  of  both  regions.   The  crest 
of  the  Blue  Ridge  range  runs  along  the  northwestern  border 
of  Alexander  County  while  the  southeastern  pbrtlon  of  the 
County  is  in  the  Piedmont.   Average  elevation  is  approxi- 
mately 1,000  feet  above  sea  level  and  often  rises  to  2,000 
feet  in  the  western  portion  of  the  County. 


6^^^-l;^ 
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GENERAL  HISTORY 

The  Taylorsville  area,  including  Alexander  County,  had 
formerly  been  Cherokee  hunting  grounds.  During  the  late  1780's, 
fugitives  from  Colonial  Governor  Tryon  and  his  rule  of  terror 
moved  into  this  region  where  they  thought  it  was  safe. 


Alexander  County 

Alexander  County  was  chartered  by  the  North  Carolina 
General  Assembly  during  the  1846-47  session  and  was 
formed  from  parts  of  Caldwell,  Iredell,  and  Wilkes 
counties.  In  the  pre-auto  era,  the  Blue  Ridge  Brushy 
Mountains  constituted  a  hardship  for  those  settlers 
who  had  to  attend  county  functions  in  Caldwell  and 
other  counties.  Because  of  this  troublesome  topography, 
Alexander  County  was  formed  for  the  convenience  of 
those  citizens  who  were  cut  off  from  the  parent  counties, 

Alexander  County  was  named  in  honor  of  William  J.  Alexan- 
der, an  occasional  member  of  the  General  Assembly  from 
Mecklenburg  County  during  the  early  1820's. 

City  of  Taylorsville 

Taylorsville  is  the  largest  and  only  incorporated  city 
in  Alexander  County  and  it  is  the  current  county  seat. 
Originally,  the  City  was  established  in  1847  by  three 
men:  Milton  Campbell,  James  Calaway,  and  R.  L.  Steele. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Mcintosh,  the  individual  who  named  Alexander 
County,  is  also  credited  with  the  naming  of  Taylorsville, 
Past  records  indicate  that  the  City  may  have  been  named 
in  honor  of  either  John  L.  Taylor,  a  State  Supreme  Court 
Justice  during  1818  to  1829,  or  Zachary  Taylor,  a  U.S. 
Army  General  during  the  Mexican  War  and  later  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States  from  1849  to  1850. 
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POPULATION 
GRONA/TH 


PAST  POPULATION  TRENDS  -  TAYLORSVILLE 

After  the  1960  Census  had  been  taken,  Taylorsville  was 
reported  to  have  a  municipal  population  of  1,470  people. 
This  was  a  numerical  increase  of  160  and  a  percentage  in- 
crease of  12.2  per  cent  above  the  population  in  1950,  Growth 
rates  of  this  nature  were  above  average  for  a  city  the  size 
of  Taylorsville  during  the  1950-1960  decade.  According  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  average  population  growth 
during  that  decade  for  a  city  of  1,000  to  2,500  residents 
in  the  United  States  was  only  10.4  per  cent.   The  accom- 
panying table  lists  the  population  of  Taylorsville  for  the 
last  five  decades,  1910-1960. 

Population  of  Taylorsville  from  1910  through  1960 

YEAR     TAYLORSVILLE    PERCENTAGE  CHANGE    NUMERICAL  CHANGE 


+69.5%  +460 

-17.5%  -19  6 

+21.2%  +196 

+16.8%  +188 

+12.2%  +160 

:s  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

During  the  last  six  census  years,  the  percentage  popu- 
lation change  in  Taylorsville  has  fluctuated  from  a  low  of 
-18  per  cent  during  1920  -  1930  to  a  high  of  69  per  cent 
during  1910  -  1920.   Since  1940,  the  population  in  the  City 
has  been  increasing  at  a  decreasing  rate  and  further  pro- 
jections indicate  this  trend  is  likely  to  continue  in  the 
future. 


1910 

662 

1920 

1,122 

1930 

926 

1940 

1,122 

1950 

1,310 

1960 

1  ,  470 

Source : 

United  S 

Population  growth  in  Taylorsville  is  evident  throughout 
the  City,  however,  urban  growth  has  been  occurring  at  a  greater 
rate  outside  the  corporate  city  limits.  This  places  the  city's 
growth  factor  at  a  disadvantage  and  causes  the  decreasing  rate 
of  population  growth.  People  anyway,  have  tended    to  move 
to  the  outskirts  of  the  City  for  several  reasons;  a  lack  of 
desirable  lots  and  locations  suitable  for  building  purposes, 
or  merely  a  desire  to  remove  themselves  from  city  conditions. 
Nevertheless,  when  urbanization  does  occur  as  it  has  in 
Taylorsville,  these  urban  people  are  not  listed  as  city  resi- 
dents. They  are  instead  members  of  the  Township  because  they 
live  outside  of  the  City's  corporate  limits.  It  is  possible 
then  that  Taylorsville  in  reality  has  not  lost  any  popula- 
tion and  that  much  of  its  real  population  gain  is  occurring 
in  the  fringe  area  surrounding  the  City.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  if  the  City  completes  its  annexation  plans,  it  could 
enjoy  an  additional  2,000  people.  This  figure  in  itself  will 
subsequently  increase  the  number  of  city  residents  from  1,470 
to  approximately  3,500. 

FAST  POPULATION  TRENDS  -  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 


Alexander  County's  population,  reported  by  the  Census 
Bureau,  is  listed  as  15,625  residents  In  1960.  This  is  a 
numerical  gain  of  1,071  from  1950  and  a  percentage  increase 
of  7.4  per  cent.  Although  the  County  does  not  experience  a 
percentage  loss  in  population,  it  has  only  enjoyed  a  small 
population  gain  which  has  averaged  about  6.0  per  cent  since 
1910.  The  accompanying  table  lists  the  population  of 
Alexander  County  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina  from  1910. 


NORTH 

7. 

ALEXANDER 

% 

YEAR 

CAROLINA 

CHANGE 

COUNTY 

CHANGE 

1910 

2,206,287 

+  18 

11,592 

+  5 

1920 

2,599,123 

+  18 

12,212 

+  5 

1930 

3,170,276 

+  22 

12,922 

+  6 

1940 

3,571, 623 

+  13 

13 ,454 

+  4 

1950 

4,061,929 

+  14 

14, 554 

+  8 

1960 

4,556,155 

+  12 

15,625 

+  7 

The  percentage  gain  in  population  of  Alexander  County 
has  been  very  modest.  However,  on  the  national  level,  average 
county  population  growth  during  1960  alone  amounts  to  13.6 
per  cent  and  it  Is  obvious  that  Alexander  County  has  not 
kept  pace.  However,  the  County  does  not  have  a  large  metro- 
politan area  nor  does  it  contain  trading  or  industrial  centers 
which  attract  and  maintain  a  wide  spectrum  of  people.  Never- 
theless, Alexander  County  has  enjoyed  a  small  but  steady  popula- 
tion increase  through  the  years.  This  amount  of  growth  is 


commendable  in  light  of  the  fact  that  38  per  cent  of  the 
counties  in  North  Carolina  actually  lost  population  durinj 
the  1950-1960  decade.  On  the  national  level,  49  per  cent 
of  the  1,536  counties  in  the  United  States  experienced  a 
loss  in  population  during  1950-1960.  In  view  of  these 
statistics,  Alexander  County's  small  population  gain  is 
very  impressive  and  very  encouraging  for  this  community. 


PAST  POPULATION  TRENDS 


TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 


Of  the  seven  townships  which  comprise  Alexander 
County,  Taylorsville  Township  is  the  most  populated  and  has 
enjoyed  the  greatest  rate  of  growth  during  the  last  five 
decades.  The  accompanying  table  indicates  the  number  of 
residents  in  each  of  the  seven  townships  since  1910. 


PAST  POPULATION  TRENDS  BY  TOWNSHIP:  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  1910-1960 


Growth 
Rate 

TOWNSHIP 

1910 

1920 

1930 

1940 

1950 

1960 

1950-1960 

Ellendale 

1,330 

1,246 

1,269 

1,539 

1,482 

1,892 

+  27.7 

Gwaltneys 

1,546 

1,462 

1,411 

1,441 

1,421 

1,257 

-11.5 

Little  River 

1,130 

1,012 

850 

704 

767 

500 

-34.8 

Sharpes 

1,584 

1,818 

2,625 

2,476 

2,  640 

2,764 

+  4.5 

Sugar  Loaf 

975 

954 

950 

950 

897 

858 

-  4.3 

Taylorsville 

2,551 

3,374 

3,499 

3,892 

4,813 

5,810 

+2  0.7 

Wlttenburg 

1,469 

1,  430 

1,482 

1,629 

1,821 

1  ,906 

+  4.7 

County 

11,592 

12,212 

12,922 

13,454 

14,554 

15,625 

+  7.4 

Source:   U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census 

Several  reasons  can  account  for  the  steady  and  con- 
sistent growth  of  Taylorsville  Township.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  reason  is  because  this  township  contains  the  City 
of  Taylorsville.  Not  only  is  this  City  the  county  seat,  but 
it  is  also  the  largest  city  in  the  entire  County.  The  small 
amount  of  textile  and  other  home  grown  manufacturing  which 
has  been  developing  in  Taylorsville  has  encouraged  much  of 
the  labor  force  to  settle  in  the   City  or  the  Township. 
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The  two  graphs  which  follow  show  the  rates  of  growth 
from  1910  through  19  60  for  the  United  States,  North  Caro- 
line, Alexander  County,  and  Tay lo r s vi 1 1 e .  These  graphs  show 
the  percentage  increase  of  population  and  are  interesting 
in  the  light  of  comparisons. 
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WHITE    AND    NONWHITE    POPULATION     OF  ALEXANDER     COUNTY 
AND     TAYLORSVILLE     TOWNSHIP  -     I960 


15-24      25-34     35-44      45-54     55-64     65-74       75  + 
AGE    GROUPS 
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POPULATION 
CHARACTERISTICS 


MIGRATION  PATTERNS 

Population  growth  in  a  community  is  dependent  upon  two 
major  items,  natural  increase  and  in-migr a t ion ;  natural  in- 
crease being  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  and  in-migra- 
tion  being  the  difference  between  the  natural  increase  and 
the  total  population.   On  the  other  hand,  a  loss  in  popula- 
tion can  be  the  result  of  a  natural  decrease  and  out-migra- 
tion.  Thus,  a  community  can  only  increase  its  population 
through  higher  birth  rates  or  by  in-migration  and  the  com- 
munity can  only  lose  population  by  death,  decreased  birth 
rates,  and  out-migration. 

In  the  course  of  time,  many  communities  will  have  a 
high  birth  rate,  while  at  the  same  time  they  will  have  ex- 
panding opportunities  for  employment.   Frequently,  the  com- 
munity with  a  high  birth  rate  will  also  be  a  community  with 
a  stationary  or  declining  economy.   As  a  consequence,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  children  are  born  and  reared  in  a 
city  that  offers  them  little  or  no  promise  of  satisfactory 
employment.   Thus,  by  siphoning  off  the  excess  population 
to  other  areas,  migration  becomes  a  means  of  personal  ad- 
justment for  the  citizen. 

On  the  following  pages,  the  extent  of  migration  in 
Taylorsville  and  in  Alexander  County  will  be  examined  to 
determine  the  effect  this  type  of  population  movement  is 
having  upon  the  area. 
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MIGRATION  TRENDS  -  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 

Out-migration  in  Alexander  County  has  been  one  of  the 
major  reasons  for  only  a  modest  population  growth  during 
the  last  few  decades.  Population,  which  has  been  lost  because 
of  out  migration,  has  averaged  nearly  II  per  cent  during  the 
last  forty  years  meaning  a  loss  of  approximately  6,276  people. 
The  accompanying  table  lists  the  migration  trends  in  Alexander 
County,  by  decade  from  1910. 


1920  Population 
Natural  Increase  by  1930 
Expected  Population  1930 
Actual  Population  1930 
Net  Migration 


12,212 
2,659 
14,871 
12,922 
-1 ,949 


or  -13.17. 


1930  Population 
Natural  Increase  by  1940 
Expected  Population  1940 
Actual  Population  1940 
Net  Migration 


12,922 
2,289 
15,211 
13,454 
-1,  757 


or  -11.6% 


1940  Populat  ion 
Natural  Increase 
Expected  Population  1950 
Actual  Population  1950 
Net  Migration 


13,454 

2,607 

16,061 

14,554 
-1  ,507 


or  -0  9.4% 


1950  Population 
Natural  Increase 
Expected  1960  Population 
Actual  1960  Population 
Net  Migration 


14,554 
2,134 
16, 688 
15, 625 
-1,0  63   or  -0  6.4% 


Out  migration  has  been  decreasing  year  after  year,  which 
indicates  an  encouraging  trend.  This  seems  to  imply  that  more 
and  more  residents  of  Alexander  County  are  finding  better 
living  and  working  conditions  within  the  County  rather  than 
outside. 

MIGRATION  TRENDS  -  TAYLORSVILLE 


Migration  patterns  and  trends  cannot  be  truly  established 
for  the  City  of  Taylorsville  because  the  Census  Bureau  does 
not  provide  this  information  for  cities  under  2,500  in  popula- 
tion. However,  the  extent  of  migration  for  Alexander  County 
and  Taylorsville  can  be  established  by  comparing  the  1950 
population  with  that  of  1960  population.  The  difference  in 
population  between  the  two  census  years  can  be  established 
as  the   amount  of  out  migration  which  has  taken  place. 
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lowing  four  graphs  illustrate  the  patterns  of 
n  according  to  age  groups.   The  upper  line  on 
presents  the  1950  population  while  the  lower 
nts  the  1960  population.   The  colored  area  be- 
two  lines  indicates  the  magnitude  of  out-mi- 
h  has  occurred  between  1950  and  1960.   The  two 
sted  separately  for  ease  of  understanding,  and 
s  there  is  a  high  degree  of  migration  among 
during  their  late  teens  and  early  twenties, 
tes  tend  to  increase  at  age  55  for  both  males 

because  these  people  are  retiring  from  the 
ten  they  move  into  the  cities  where  they  will 
in  a  new  home . 


NET    MIGRATION     FOR   THE    CITY    OF     TAYLORSVILLE    - 
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MAGNITUDE     OF 
MALE    MIGRANTS    LEAVING 
TAYLORSVILLE     AT 
RESPECTIVE     AGES. 

^^V^      > 

5-14                   15-24                   25-34                  35-44 
AGE    GROUPS 

45-5 

* 

Migration  trends  in  Taylorsville  indicate  that  there 
is  a  constant  rate  of  out-migration  for  the  males  and  that 
it  seems  to  reach  its  peak  between  the  ages  of  24  and  25. 
The  significance  of  this  steady  out-migration  is  that  at 
any  age  past  16  or  17,  the  males  in  this  City  are  likely  to 
leave  because  of  limited  economic  and  financial  opportuni- 
ties in  the  community. 
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NET    MIGRATION    FOR   THE    CITY    OF     TAYLORSVILLE    - 

FEMALE 
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NET  MIGRATION  FOR  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  -  1950  TO  I960 
FEMALES 


10-14   15-19   20-24  25-34  35-44  45-54 
AGE  GROUPS 


Out-migration  of  females  in  Taylorsville  is  also  occur- 
ring at  a  rapid  rate.   And  usually  begins  about  the  time 
these  young  women  are  graduating  from  high  school,  between 
the  ages  of  17  and  18.   The  greatest  rate  of  out-migration 
occurs  around  the  ages  of  24  and  25  and  then  decreases  until 
in-migration  is  matched  by  out-migration.  During  the  later 
years,  in-migration  occurs  at  a  faster  rate  for  women,  be- 
cause the  farm  males  generally  die  at  an  earlier  age  than 
do  their  wives.  This  factor  often  encourages  the  farm 
widows  to  move  into  the  City  so  they  can  be  among  friends, 
church  groups,  and  beyond  the  inconvenience  of  living  alone 
in  rural  areas. 

POPULATION  DENSITY 

Alexander  County,  with  an  area  of  255  square  miles, 
had  a  population  density  of  61  persons  per  square  mile 
in  1960.   This  compared  with  93  persons  per  square  mile  in 
North  Carolina  and  505  persons  per  square  mile  in  the  United 
States  during  the  same  year. 
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The  City  of  Taylorsville  during  1960,  contained  1,470 
people  who  were  living  on  514  acres.  This  amounted  to  a 
population  density  of  nearly  three  (3)  people  for  every  acre 
of  land  in  the  City.  Alexander  County  and  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  had  nearly  the  same  population  density  with 
approximately  one  (1)  person  for  every  ten  acres  of  land. 

The  population  density  of  the  townships  in  Alexander 
County  varied  as  to  the  number  of  their  residents.  As  might  be 
expected,  Taylorsville  Township  had  the  greatest  population 
density  with  only  4.6  acres  of  land  per  person.  The  popula- 
tion density  of  the  other  seven  townships  is  listed  in  the 
accompanying  table: 

LAND  ACRES  BY  TOWNSHIP  IN  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  WITH  ACRES  PER 
PERSON  1960 


TOWNSHIP 

Miller 

Little  River 

Gwa I t neys 

Sugar  Lo  af 

El  lendale 

Wit  t enburg 

Sharp  es 

Tay lor s vi lie 

Alexander  County 


TOTAL    ACRES 


ACRES    PER    PERSON 


17,988 

28.2 

13,950 

27.9 

27,887 

22.2 

16,428 

19.1 

22,237 

11.8 

20,854 

10.9 

19, 749 

7.1 

26,607 

4.6 

165, 700 

10.6 

POPULATION  DENSITY   OF   ALEXANDER    COUNTY    AND    TAYLORSVILLE  -  I960 

LITTE  RIVER  (5) ,    .,^1^-..         J^  SUGAR    LOAF    (8) 


ELLENDALE   (19) 

WITTENBURG    (19) 
TAYLORSVILLE    TOWNSHIP   (58). 


EACH     DOT    REPRESENTS      100    RESIDENTS 


_GWALTNEY  (12) 
.SHARPES  (27) 
.MILLERS  (6) 


.TAYLORSVILLE     CITY  (14) 


POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION 

The  graphs  which  follow  are  known  as  population  pyra- 
mids and  they  show  the  age-sex  composition  of  Taylorsville 
and  Alexander  County  for  1960.    The  horizontal  bar  graph 
represents  age  groups  divided  by  sex  and  shows  each  age 
category  as  a  per  cent  of  the  total  population.   The  fol- 
lowing generalizations  can  be  found  in  the  population  py- 
ramids of  Taylorsville  and  Alexander  County: 


1 


The  triangular  shape  of  the  graph  reflects  the  increas- 
ing death  rates  as  the  people  grow  older;  furthermore, 
as  people  grow  older  they  constitute  a  smaller  per- 


as  people  grow  oiaer  tney  constitute  a  sinaiier  pej 
of  the  total  population.  This  creates  the 

:„  ^  c  c .-  ^  c      4-1 u 


centage  „^  _.. ^  ^„^„^  j--j,-^„^^. 
pyraraidic  effect  of  the  graph, 


In  most  cases,  the  females  outnumbered  the  males;  the 
reason  is  that  females  enjoy  a  longer  life  expectancy 
than  do  the  males,  and  hence  the  females  have  the  lower 
death  rates  in  each  of  the  eighteen  age  groupings. 

There  is  an  indentation  in  the  population  pyramid  for 
both  sexes  in  the  20  to  34  age  groups.   These  age  groups 
were  born  during  the  depression  and  post  depression 
years  when  the  birth  rates  were  very  low,  and  subse- 
quently this  age  grouping  constitutes  a  smaller  percen- 
tage of  the  population. 

During  the  first  20  years,  the  males  sometimes  out- 
number the  females  because  male  birth  rates  usually  ex- 
ceed those  of  females  by  some  five  per  cent.   But  at 
any  age  above  20  years,  females  begin  to  out-number 
males  because  of  their  lower  mortality  rates. 
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AGE    AND   SEX    DISTRIBUTION    OF   TAYLORSVILLE   TOWNSHIP  -    1960 
AGE  GROUPS  MALES  FEMALES 


OVER   85 
80-  84 
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Population  Distribution  -  Alexander  County  -  Taylorsvllle 


The  1960  population 
the  normal  excess  of  male 
24   years  of  age  and  the 
groupings  above  24  years, 
population  pyramid  is  the 
females  in  the   age  group 
is  the  result  of  rapidly 
and  the  low  birth  rates  d 
of  children  in  age  groups 
the  high  birth  rates  sine 


pyramid  for  Alexander  County  reflects 
s  over  females  in  age  groupings  below 
normal  excess  of  females  in   age 
The  most  conspicuous  feature  of  this 
obvious  shortage  of  both  males  and 
s  25  through  29  years.  This  shortage 
falling  birth  rates  during  the  1920's 
uring  the  1930's.  The  large  number 
under  20  years  is  a  reflection  of 
e  the  end  of  the  second  World  War. 


The  population  pyramid  for  Taylorsvllle  differs  from 
that  of  Alexander  County  in  several  respects.  There  is  an 
unusually  low  proportion  of  children  in  age  groups  under  15 
years.  The  constriction  in  age  groups  15  to  34  years  suggests 
that  these  young  people  are  leaving  the  City.  There  is  a  con- 
siderable surplus  of  males  over  females  in  the  age  groups  15 
through  34  years.  This  represents  the  well-known  migration 
pattern  of  young  women  who  usually  leave  their  community  after 
graduation  from  high  school  to  live  in  the  large  urban  areas 
and  cities. 

The  excessive  number  of  females  in  age  groupings  40 
years  and  over  suggests  that  there  has  been  an  influx  of 
older  women,  probably  retired  from  the  surrounding  rural 
area.  The  middle  aged  and  elderly  women  have  migrated  into 
the  City  and  completely  outnumber  the  males  in  these  age 
groups . 
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AGE   AND   SEX    DISTRIBUTION   OF  THE    TOWN   OF  TAYLORSVILLE    -    I960 
AGE  GROUPS  MALES  FEMALES 
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FUTURE 
POPULATION 


POPULATION  FORECASTS 

Forecasting  of  any  kind  whether  it  be  population, 
weather,  or  the  stock  market,  has  an  element  of  risk.  What 
is  often  overlooked  is  the  fact  that  well  developed  popula- 
tion forecasts,  in  the  absence  of  actual  counting,  are  only 
projections  and  not  predictions.  It  is  possible  that  un- 
foreseen events  of  a  major  character  might  completely  re- 
verse the  course  of  the  population  at  a  later  date.  For 
this  reason,  the  estimates  are  subject  to  continuing  ad- 
justments and  corrections  as  new  information  is  received. 

When  making  population  forecasts,  planning  economists 
do  not  profess  to  be  correct  all  the  time,  no  one  has  been 
yet;  however,  certain  fundamental  assumptions  must  be  made 
before  any  type  of  estimating,  among  which  are: 

1.  no  large  scale  economic  depression  will  occur, 

2.  no  major  change  in  the  economy  of  Taylorsville 
or  Alexander  County  will  occur. 

3.  no  world  war  or  nationwide  devastation  will  occur, 
and 

4.  the  present  corporate  size  of  Taylorsville  will 
remain  the  same. 

Taking  into  account  the  obvious  limitations,  it  is 
possible  to  chart  Taylorsville  and  Alexander  County's 
population  growth  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  certainty. 
One  method  of  forecasting  the  future  population  is  to 
utilize  past  population  trends.   The  past  trends  and  the 
projections  are  illustrated  in  the  accompanying  graph  and 
the  following  tables. 
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POPULATION    GROWTH     1910-1980 
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1980     PROJECTED     POPULATIONS     FOR    THE    CITY    OF    TAYLORSVILLE    BASED    ON     YEARS     195C 


5-14 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65+ 


PERCENT 

PERCENT 
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46.  7 
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12.5 

65 
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The  percent  of  change  from  1950  to  1960  amounted  to  12.2  per  cent, 

The  percent  of  change  from  1960  to  1970  is  projected  to  be  10.3 

per  cent. 

The  percent  of  change  from  1970  to  1980  is  projected  to  10.4 

per  cen t . 
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POPULATION  PROJECTIONS  BY  TOWNSHIP  FOR  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 
1970-1980 


TOWNSHIP 

1960 

1970 

CHANGE 

1980 

% 
CHANGE 

Ellendale 

1,892 

2,316 

+  22.4 

2  ,  745 

+  18.5 

Gwal tneys 

1,257 

1,051 

-16.4 

852 

-18.9 

Little  River 

500 

312 

-3  7.6 

171 

-45.2 

Millers 

638 

542 

-15.0 

460 

-15.1 

Sharpes 

2,  764 

2,776 

+  0.4 

2,710 

-  2.4 

Sugar  Loaf 

858 

788 

-  8.1 

699 

-11  .3 

Taylorsville 

5,810 

6,717 

+  15.6 

7,534 

+  12.2 

Witt  enburg 

1  ,906 

1  ,922 

+  0,8 

1,875 

-  2.4 

Alexandeir  Co.     15,625   16,424      +  5.1   17,046      +  3 


+  12.2 
Taylorsville      1,470    1,621      +10.3    1,790      +10.4 


FUTURE  POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION 
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From  this  projection,  it  is  probable  that  Taylorsville 
and  Alexander  County  will  be  continually  faced  with  the 
problem  of  supplying  more  and  more  services  to  the  two  de- 
pendent age  groups,  those  under  20  and  those  over  65  years 
of  age.   While  at  the  same  time,  the  wage  and  salary  earn- 
ing groups  21  to  64  will  diminish  in  number  through  possi- 
ble out-migration.   These  changes  in  the  age  distribution 
can  have  important  economic  and  social  implications  for  the 
community.   The  increased  numbers  in  the  nonproductive  age 
groups,  children  and  elderly  persons,  have  placed  heavier 
burdens  upon  the  productive  groups  who  have  remained. 


TOTAL  POPULATION  OF  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  BY  AGE  GROUPS 
DURING  I960  AND  1980  (ESTIMATED) 
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BY     AGE    GROUPING    DURING     I960   AND    1980    (ESTIMATED) 
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POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  BY  AGE  GROUP  -  ALEXANDER 

1950-1980 

ESTIMATES* 
1950     1960     7o      1970     1980 


AGE  GROUP 


% 


UNDER  5 

5-14 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
OVER  64 


1,828  1,658  10.6  1,642  1,654  9.7 

3,188  3,381  21.6  3,067  3,189  18.7 

2,483  2,528  16.2  2,681  2,554  14.9 

2,079  2,020  12.9  2,057  2,288  13.5 

1,758  1,981  12.7  1,925  2,058  12.1 

1,323  1,604  10.3  1,810  1,759  10.2 

970  1 ,204  7. 7  1,460  1 ,649  9.6 

925  1,249  8.0  1,578  1,933  11.3 


TOTALS 


14,554   15,625   100.0  16,220   17,084   100.0 


*  The  projected  estimates  are  based  on  an  extension  of  the 
1960  census,  utilizing  the  Life  Tables,  U.S.  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  Public  Health  Service,  1959 
(Adjusted  to  social  and  economic  factors). 


SOURCE:  Compilations  from  data  of  U.S.  Department  of  Com- 
merce, Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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ECONOMY 
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ECONOMY 


THE    ECONOMY 

Economic  affairs  enter  into  the  life  of  every  person, 
the  most  important  being  the  way  an  individual  earns  his 
living.   Whatever  the  work  done,  whatever  form  the  payment 
takes,  the  common  element  is  always  there.   In  order  to  earn 
a  living,  a  man  has  to  work.   And  there  has  to  be  someone, 
an  employer  or  a  customer  who  is  prepared  to  pay  for  his 
labor.  The  main  reason  then,  anyone  works  is  to  acquire 
money  in  exchange  for  their  labor  so  that  they  can  exchange 
the  money  for  the  goods  and  services  they  want. 

During  1966,  Alexander  County  manufacturers  have  been 
producing  goods  of  all  types.   Most  of  these  products  have 
been  purchased  and  then  consumed  by  people  in  direct  satis- 
faction of  their  wants.  Normally,  people  spend  their  money 
at  retailer's  shops  in  exchange  for  goods  they  need.  The  re- 
ceipts from  the  retailers  are  used  to  buy  additional  stock 
from  the  manufacturer;  who  in  turn  use  these  receipts  to 
buy  raw  materials  and  pay  for  the  labor  cost  of  their  em- 
ployees. Thus,  money  is  kept  circulating  most  of  the  time. 
In  short,  money  flows  as  wages  to  the  workers,  as  receipts 
to  the  retailer's,  as  income  to  the  manufacturer,  and  then 
as  wages  to  the  workers  again,  making  the  flow  of  money 
c  o  mp  1  e  t  e  . 

The  circular  flow  of  money  in  the  accompanying  picture 
is  representative  of  Tay lo r s v i 1 1 e ' s  economy.  Normally, 
people  are  anxious  to  earn  money  but  only  to  spend  it  in 
the  economy  again.  The  flow  of  money  picture  recalls  this 
well-known  process.   It  shows  how  people  take  their  money 
to  the  market-place  and  leave  it  there  in  exchange  for  goods; 
and  how  they  pick  it  up  again  as  they  earn  wage  money  at 
the  factory  producing  the  items  they  one  day  will  buy. 


THE    MONEY     CIRCLE 


CONSUMPTION 
a 

RETAIL  TRADE 


PRODUCTION 
EFFORTS 


WAGES 

a 
INCOME 


EMPLOYMENT 

a 

WORKING 


Our  picture  is  oversimplified  by  the  fact  that  all 
private  incomes  are  supposed  to  be  spent,  and  spent  without 
delay  on  goods  for  individual  consumption.  It  is  assumed 
that  all  business  receipts  are  spent,  again  without  delay, 
to  pay  wages  and  other  production  costs.  In  short,  savings 
and  investments  are  absent.  Nor  is  there  any  reference  to 
taxes,  government  spendings,  bank  credit,  and  foreign  trade. 
Such  items  would  greatly  complicate  the  circular  flow  of 
money  in  the  picture. 

As  long  as  the  Money  Circle  is   maintained  in  the 
balance  form,  there  is  usually  no  general  recession  in  em- 
ployment, retail  sales,  or  in  production.  This  would  result 
in  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs,  but  it  may  not.  In  the 
preceding   pages  the  nature  and  direction  of  the  economy 
have  been  explored,  indicating  how  the  money,  arising  from 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  goods,  makes  the  economy  go  around 
and  around.  On  the  following  pages,  an  attempt  will  be  made 
to  examine  lay  lor s vi  1 1 e  '  s  economy  with  respect  to  employment, 
income,  and  retail  sales  to  see  how  well  they  function  in 
the  Money  Circle. 
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EMPLOYMENT 


EMPLOYMENT 

In  Taylorsville  as  in  other  cities,  only  a  certain 
portion  of  the  urban  population  produces  goods  and  ser- 
vices. In  other  words,  only  a  small  portion  of  the  total 
population  is  gainfully  employed.  Some  people  are  too 
young  or  too  old  to  work;  others  are  physically  or  men- 
tally incapable;  and  some  do  not  care  to  work.  Those  in- 
dividuals in  the  population  who  are  at  least  fourteen 
years  of  age,  who  have  a  job  (other  than  housewives),  or 
who  are  seeking  employment  are  called  the  Labor  Force. 

Unfortunately,  the  Census  Bureau  nor  the  North 
Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission  provides  employ- 
ment statistics  for  cities  under  2,500.  Therefore,  the 
employment  statistics  will  be  limited  and  will  include 
only  Alexander  County  and  Taylorsville  Township. 

Labor  Force 

During  1960,  approximately  two  persons  out  of  every 
three  living  in  Alexander  County  were  working  or  seeking 
work.  When  those  persons  in  the  working  ages  of  fourteen 
years  and  older  alone  were  considered,  three  out  of  every 
four  persons  were  in  the  labor  force.  The  accompanying 
table  compares  the  Township  and  County  with  North  Carolina 
and  the  nation  as  to  the  percentage  of  population  in  the 
labor  force.  (Figure  1.)   This  table  indicates  that  in  1960 
Taylorsville  Township  had  a  higher  proportion  of  its  popu- 
lation in  the  actual  labor  force  than  did  the  other  three. 
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Figure  1 
ACTUAL  LABOR  FORCE  AS  A  PERCENTAGE  OF  THE  POPULATION  BY  SELECTED  AREAS  -  1960 


Unit 

Population 

Actual 
Labor 
Force 
1960 

Actual  Labor 
Force  as  a 
Percent  of 
the  Populatlo 

Possible 
Labor  Force 
14  Years  of 
Age  6.  Over 

Actual  Labor  Force 
As  a  Percentage  of 
Population  14  years 
and  Over 

taylorsvllle  Twp . 
Alexander  County 
North  Carolina 
United  States 

5,810 

15,625 

4,556,155 

180, 676,000 

2,793 

6,839 

1,680,442 

72,706,000 

43.17. 
43.  77. 
3  6.9% 
40.27. 

4,412" 

11,539 

3,118,526 

125,288,000 

63  .3% 
59. 3Z 
53  .9-'. 
58.0% 

Source:  Business  E 

tatlstics  1963 

Edition,  U. 

S.  Department 

of  Commerce,  p 

65. 

Taylorsvllle  Township  had  more  women  working  in  pro- 
portion to  men  than  did  any  of  the  other  three  levels  of 
government  presented  above.  In  other  words,  fewer  women 
outside  of  the  Township  or  the  County  wanted  to  work. 


SEX  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  LABOR  BY  SELECTED 


IREAS  -  1960 


Unit 

Actual 
Labor 
Force 
19  60 

Number  of 
Males  In  the 
Actual  Labor 
Force 

Percentag 

Number  of 
Females  In 
the  Actual 
Labor  Force 

Percentage 

taylorsvllle  Twp. 
Alexander   County 
>lorth  Carolina 
United  States 

2,793 

6,839 

1  ,680,442 

72,706,000 

1,678 

4,386 

1,080,240 

50,998,000 

60.1% 
64.1% 
64.3% 
70.2% 

1,115 

2,453 

600,202 

21,708,000 

3  9.9% 
35.9% 
35.7% 
29.8% 

Source.  Business  S 

tatistlcs  1963 

Edition,  U. 

S.  Department 

of  Commerce,  p. 65. 

The  tendency  to  have  a  large  number  of  females  in  the 
labor  force  is  characteristic  of  the  Taylorsvllle  area  as  a 
whole.  This  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  large  number  of  labor 
opportunities  available  for  females  in  the  textile  mills. 
This  tends  to  shrink  the  employment  available  to  males  in  the 
population.  Apparently  in  the  Taylorsvllle  area,  more  than 
one  member  of  the  family  is  employed  because  out  of  every  10 
workers,  four  will  be  women.  When  more  than  one  member  of  the 
family  is  working  (husband  and  wife)  the  family  will,  on  the 
average,  derive  more  income  and  will  be  able  to  maintain  a 
higher  level  of  living. 


EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRY  GROUPS 

In  general,  the  patterns  of  employment  in  the  Township 
and  in  the  County  are  not  much  different  from  employment  pat- 
terns in  other  cities.  In  several  respects,  it  does  possess 
unique  qualities.  Although  manufacturing  was  the  most  impor- 
tant single  industry,  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  Township 
and  the  County  are  more  dependent  on  manufacturing  than  is 
the  average  area  of  similar  size. 

The  total  employment  in  Alexander  County  increased 
from  5,107  in  1950  to  6,168  in  1960  or  approximately  20.8 
per  cent.   This  increase  is  much  greater  than  the  11  per 
cent  increase  in  the  number  of  young  individuals  entering 
the  civilian  labor  force  during  the  same  decade.  Again 
this  indicates  per  capita  improvement  in  the  County's  eco- 
nomy such  as  the  retaining  of  unemployed  individuals  and 
the  employment  of  older  persons  who  were  never  gainfully 
employed  in  the  past. 

The  accompanying  table,  Figure  3,  outlines  the  em- 
ployment trends  in  Alexander  County  from  1950  to  1960  by 
industry  groups.   Also  shown  is  the  percentage  change 
which  has  taken  place  during  this  decade. 


Figure  3 

EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRIAL  GROUPS  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  1950-1960 


MAJOR    INDUSTRY 

19  50 

PERCENT 

1960 

PERCENT 

PERCENT 
CHANGE 

AGRICVLTURE 

1  ,674 

32.8 

792 

12.8 

-20.0 

CONSTRUCTION 

227 

4.4 

302 

4.9 

+    0.5 

MANUFACTURING 

1,924 

37.7 

3,223 

52.3 

FURNITURE,     LUMBER    6.    WOOD    PROD. 

OTHER    DURABLE    GOODS 

FOOD     i    KINDRED     PRODUCTS 

TEXTILE    MILL    PRODUCTS 

APPAREL 

OTHER    NON-DURABLE    GOODS 

(694) 
(23) 
(36) 
(1,060) 
(61) 
(50) 

(1,150) 
(HI) 
(111) 

(1,256) 
(391) 
(204) 

+  67.5 

TRANSPORTATION 

82 

1.6 

155 

2  .5 

+  00.9 

COMMUNICATION    &    UTILITY    SERVICES 

42 

.8 

28 

.5 

-00.3 

WHOLESALE    TRADE 

69 

1  .4 

60 

1.0 

-00.4 

RETAIL    TRADE 

437 

8.5 

566 

9.0 

+00.5 

PERSONAL    SERVICES 

282 

5.5 

408 

6.6 

+01.1 

GOVERNMENT    PROFESSIONAL    SERVICES 

212 

4.2 

365 

5.9 

+01  .7 

ALL    OTHER    INDUSTRIAL    GROUPS 

76 

1.5 

136 

2.2 

+00.  7 

INDUSTRIES    NOT     REPORTING 

82 

1  .6 

143 

2.3 

+00.7 

TOTALS 

5,  107 

100. OX 

6,168 

100.0% 

+20.8% 

Source:    U.S.    Department    of    Commerce 

,    Bureau    of 

the    Census 

The  shift  from  agriculture  to  other  industries  follows 
the  national  trend.  Lower  farm  incomes  with  the  high  cost 
of  machinery  has  been  the  chief  motivation  for  the  large 
farm  exodus.  The  decreasing  of  farm  population  is  expected 
to  continue  as  farms  become  larger  and  require  fewer  farm 
wo  r ker  s  . 

Manufacturing  has  shown  the  second  largest  percentage 
change,  with  a  gain  of  nearly  fifteen  (15)  per  cent  in  1960 
over  1950.  All  manufacturing  has  a  percentage  gain  during 
this  decade.  This  is  apparent  throughout  the  City  of  Taylors- 
ville  as  new  manufacturing  plants  have  been  either  rebuilt 
or  newly  constructed. 

The  two  accompanying  tables  indicate  employment  by 
industry  groups.  Figure  4  is  a  graphic  presentation  showing 
the  percentage  composition  of  each  industry  in  the  Township 
and  in  the  County  during  1960.  Figure  5  contains  the  actual 
figures  which  apply  to  the  number  of  workers  in  each  industry 
group  . 


FIGURE 

4 

EMPLOYMENT   BY    MAJOR     INDUSTRY      GROUPS- 
TAYLORSVILLE    TOWNSHIP     S   ALEXANDER    CO.  -  I960 

PERCENTAGE 
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ALFXANDFR    CO 

Figure  5 
INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT  BY  GROUPS  IN  TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP  AND  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 

DURING  1960 


Total  Employed 

Agriculture,  forestry,  fishery 

TaylorsvlUe 
Township 

Alexander 
County 

2443 
127 

5.2% 

6168 
792 

12.87. 

Manufacturing 

Lumber,  Furniture,  etc. 

Primary  &  Fabricated  Metals 

Machinery  and  Electrical  Machinery 

Motor  Vehicles 

Other  transportation 

Other  durables 

Food 

Textiles  and  Apparel 

Printing  6.  Chemical 

Other  nondurables  and  not  specified 

1263 

357 

16 

12 

17 

36 

720 

8 

97 

51.77. 

3223 

1150 

53 

17 

41 

111 

1647 

28 
176 

52.27. 

Mining 

Construction 

4 
95 

4.07. 

302 

5.07. 

Transportat  ion 
Railroad 

Trucking  &    Other  Transportation 
Communications  &  Utilities 

13 
44 
16 

3.07. 

21 

134 

28 

3  .07. 

Commerce 
Wholesale 
All  Retail 
Finance 
Business  6.  Repair  Service 

26 
276 

56 

1  4  .  67. 

60 

556 

60 

83 

12.37. 

Personal  Services 
Private  Household 
Other  Personal,  Hotel,  Entertainment 

85 
48 

5  .  47. 

164 
125 

4.67. 

Profess  ional 
All  Education 

Medical,  Hospital  &  Other  Professional 
Public  Administration 

125 

114 

63 

12.47. 

202 
163 
108 

7.77. 

Dther  or  Not  Given 

88 

3.77. 

143 

2  .  47. 

(Other  Including  New  Industry) 

100.07, 

100.07. 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1960. 

TRENDS  IN  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT 


TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 


Out  of  approximately  seven  categories  of  manuf ac t ur in 
listed  by  the  Census  Bureau  in  Taylorsville  Township  durinj 
1960,  the  greatest  employment  is  in  the  field  of  textiles. 
Similarly,  textiles  is  the  single  industrial  group  which 
dominates  the  local  picture  of  employment,  it  accounts  for 
29.4  per  cent  of  total  employment  (Figure  6).   Textile 
employment  in  the  Township  amounts  to  57  per  cent  of  all 
manufacturing  employment. 
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Figure  6 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT 
TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 

Types  Number  Percent 

of  of  of 

Manufacturing  Workers  Total 

Lumber  357  28.2% 

Metals  16  1.3  7, 

Machinery  12  1.0  7o 

Transportation  

Textiles  720  57.0% 

Food  3  6  2.8% 

Other  Durables  25  2.0% 

Other  Non-Durables  97  7.7% 


TOTAL  1,263  100.0% 


Tay 1  or s V i 1 1 e  '  s  textile  industry  has  thrived  because  of 
its  ability  to  produce  these  goods  at  a  competitive  advantage 
with  respect  to  other  regions.  Its  textile  manufacturing 
activities  are  mainly  for  export,  that  is,  their  products 
are  intended  for  markets  outside  of  the  Taylorsville  region. 
Thus,  a  combination  of  labor  supply,  raw  materials,  and 
markets  has  encouraged  the  textile  manufacturing  in  this 
area. 

PERCENTAGE  EMPLOYMENT  IN  MANUFACTURING  -  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 

Alexander  County,  like  Taylorsville  Township,  employs 
the  greatest  number  of  its  manufacturing  employees  in  tex- 
tiles. This  industry  dominates  the  County's  employment  and 
accounts  for  nearly  27  per  cent  of  all  the  workers  employed 
in  the  County.  Distribution  of  employed  workers  in  manufac- 
turing is  listed  in  the  accompanying  table  (figure  7), 

Alexander  County's  employment  picture  in  textiles  does 
not  differ  much  from  the  pattern  established  in  Taylorsville 
Township.   The  employment  concentration  in  textiles  in  the 
County  is  51.2  per  cent  as  opposed  to  57.0  per  cent  in  the 
Township.  And  it  appears  that  neither  the  County  nor  the 
Township  has  enough  diversification  in  its  employment  to 
hedge  against  any  economic  downturn  which  could  occur  in 
the  future . 


F  igur  e  7 
PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT 
ALEXANDER  COUNTY  -  1960 


Types  Number  Percent 

of  of  of 

Manufacturing  Workers  Total 

Lumber  1,150  35.7% 

Metals  5  3  1.6% 

Machinery  17  .5% 

Transportation  

Textiles  1,647  51.2% 

Food  111  3.4% 

Other  Durables  69  2.1% 

Other  Non-Durables  17  6  5 . 5% 

TOTAL  3,223  100.0% 


FUTURE  EMPLOYMENT  -  TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP  AND  ALEXANDER 
COUNTY  1980 

In  the  following  table  (Figure  8),  the  percentage 
change  is  given  for  each  of  the  industrial  groups  in  the 
study  area.  The  following  observations  are  applicable  to 
both  the  Township  and  the  County  for  employment  possibi- 
lities in  1980. 

All  of  the  service  industries  particularly  commerce, 
transportation,  and  the  professions  have  followed  the  na- 
tional trend.   This  means  service  is  becoming  more  important 
in  the  total  employment  picture.   Professional  employment 
is  expected  to  increase  as  a  consequence  of  automation,  and 
as  the  spread  of  scientific  management,  engineers,  and  ad- 
ministrators becomes  a  necessity  to  the  production  process 
of  industry  and  manufacturing. 

Construction  and  domestic  services  are  scheduled  for 
an  increase  and  a  decrease  respectively.   Agricultural  em- 
ployment is  projected  to  decline  sharply  in  the  study  area. 
This  is  in  keeping  with  the  national  trend  where  employment 
in  agriculture  is  also  falling. 

In  the  textile  industries,  a  national  trend  indicates  a 
reduction   in  employment.  However,  this  trend  is  based  upon 
a  national  average  and  all  present  indicators  point  to  the 
increasing  success  of  textile  employment  in  the  study  area. 
But  there  is  every  indication  that  this  trend  will  continue 
nationally  and  that  a  decreasing  amount  of  labor  will  be 
needed  in  the  textile  mills. 


39 


Figure  8 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT  BY  GROUPS  IN  TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP  AND  ALEXANDER 
COUNTY  DURING  1960  WITH  PROJECTIONS  TO  1980 


TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 


ALEXANDER  COUNTY 


-      X 

% 

1960 

1980 

Change 

1960 

1980 

Change 

Total  Employed 

2443 

3070 

+2  5.6% 

6168 

7366 

+19.4% 

Agriculture,  Forestry, 

Fishery 

127 

48 

-62.37. 

792 

302 

-38.17. 

Manuf actur Ing 

1263 

1705 

+3  4.9% 

3223 

4439 

+  3  7.  7% 

Lumber,  Furniture,  etc. 

357 

1150 

Primary  &  Fabricated  Metals 

16 

5  3 

Machinery  and  Electrical 

Machinery 

12 

17 

Motor  Vehicles 

- 

_ 

Other  Transportation 

_ 

_ 

Other  Durables 

17 

41 

Food 

36 

111 

Textiles  and  Apparel 

720 

1647 

Printing  and  Chemical 

8 

28 

Other  Nondurables  and  Not 

Specified 

97 

176 

Mining 

4 

2 

-50.07. 

4 

2 

-50.0% 

Cons  truct  ion 

95 

116 

+22.1% 

302 

368 

+21.8% 

Transpo  r tat  ion 

73 

93 

+  2  7  .3% 

183 

234 

+2  7.8% 

Railroad 

13 

21 

Trucking  and  Other  Transporta- 

t  ion 

44 

134 

Communications  and  Utilities 

16 

28 

Commerce 

358 

372 

+  3.9% 

759 

789 

+  3.9% 

Wholesale 

26 

60 

All  Retail 

276 

556 

Finance 

- 

60 

Business  &  Repair  Service 

56 

83 

Personal  Service 

133 

125 

-  6.1% 

289 

273 

-  5  .  6% 

Private  Household 

85 

164 

Other  Personal,  Hotel, 

Entertainment 

48 

125 

Professional 

302 

493 

+63 .2% 

473 

771 

+63 .0% 

All  Education 

125 

202 

Medical,  Hospital  and  Other 

Professional 

114 

163 

Public  Administration 

63 

108 

Other  or  Not  G  iven 

88 

116 

+3  1.8% 

143 

188 

+3  1 .4% 

(Other  Including  New  Industry) 
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The  accompanying  table  indicates  the  number  of  workers 
who  commute  in  Alexander  County  per  week  (Figure  9). 

Figure  9 


Workers  Leaving  Alexander 
County  for  Employment  in 
Surrounding  Counties  -  1960 


Workers  Entering  Alexander 
County  for  Employment  From 
Other  Counties  -  1960 


Caldwell  County  92 

Catawba  County  846 

Forsyth  County  20 

Gaston  County  12 

Iredell  County  584 

Lincoln  County  4 

Mecklenburg  County  24 

Wilkes  County  52 

Yadkin  County  5 

Other  Counties  52 


Ca 1 dwel 1  County 
Iredell  County 
Catawba  County 
Wilkes  Co  un  t y 

Subtotal 


19 
67 
83 


257 


Subto  tal 


1  ,  691 


In  Alexander  County,  the  total  number  of  workers  com- 
muting during  1960  amounted  to  1,948  or  42.1  percent  of  the 
total  labor  force.  Apparently,  County  employment  has  not 
grown  as  have  the  other  counties  which  surround  Alexander. 
Of  all  commuters,  85.8  percent  commute  out  of  Alexander  as 
opposed  to  only  13.2  percent  who  commute  in.   This  pattern 
of  commuting  in  Alexander  County  is  expected  to  continue, 
unless  additional  employment  is  fostered  in  the  county  which 
matches  the  skill  of  the  workers  leaving  everyday  for  em- 
ployment elsewhere. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

In  a  free  market-free  choice  economy,  the  demand  for 
goods  and  services  is  constantly  changing.  Today,  people 
may  want  fewer  wood  products  and  more  textiles;  tomorrow, 
the  situation  may  be  reversed.  Those  workers  who  cannot 
make  the  shift  along  with  a  fickle  consumer  economy  will 
be  unemployed.   It  is  from  this  basic  cause  that  unemploy- 
ment is  forced  on  those  who  are  still  willing  to  work  but 
for  no  reason  of  their  own  are  not  employed. 
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From  the  following  table,  it  is  evident  that  unemploy- 
ment is  unavoidable  in  a  free  and  growing  economy.  Some 
industries  grow  rapidly,  others  slowly.  There  are  always 
some  communities  which  are  declining  economically  as  the 
result  of  declining  industries.  Thus,  unemployment  develops, 
but  normally  unemployed  workers  are  soon  absorbed  elsewhere. 
Unemployment  percentages  then  reflect  this  continual  shifting 
of  consumer  demands.  Of  course  unemployment  is  the  result 
of  many  factors  other  than  changes  in  consumers'  demands. 
Other  reasons  for  unemployment   can   be  the  following: 
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1.  seasonal  employment  -  is  due  to  operations  which 
are  profitable  only  during  certain  periods  of  the  year. 

2.  structural  unemployment  —  is  caused  by  changes 
in  the  economy,  businesses  which  fail  putting  people  out 
of  work,  and  changes  in  consumer  demands. 

3.  transitory  unemployment  -  is  unemployment  which 
results  from  a  change  in  jobs. 


F  igur e  1  0 


EMPLOYMENT  BY  YEARS  1956  -  1963 


YEAR 


ALEXANDER  CO, 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


UNITED  STATES 


1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 
1959 
1958 
1957 
1956 


8% 
4% 
07o 
67. 


4.0% 


2  7. 
2% 
2% 


4.87o 


3 

7% 

3 

7% 

5 

2% 

4 

2% 

3 

9% 

6 

2% 

4 

6% 

3 

7% 

4.4% 


4.3% 
4.3% 


7% 
7% 
3% 
6% 
7% 
1% 


4.6% 


In  these  respects,  all  levels  of  unemployment  bear  the 
same  characteristics;  the  difference  between  them  is  only  a 
matter  of  degree.  Generally,  unemployment  of  three  percent 
of  the  total  labor  force  is  considered  unavoidable.  During 
the  "great  depression"  of  the  1930's,  as  much  as  25  percent 
of  the  labor  force  was  unemployed.  During  1958,  the  year  of 
the  sharpest  recession  to  date,  unemployment  averaged  ap- 
proximately seven  percent.  This  recession  affected  everyone 
throughout  the  United  States.  Alexander  County  suffered 
with  7.2  percent  of  its  labor  force  unemployed,  while  the 
State  had  6.2  percent  and  the  Nation  had  6.6  percent  of  its 
labor  force  unemployed. 
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PERSONAL  INCOME 

Personal  income,  as  looked  upon  by  the  planning  econo- 
mist, is  a  tool  used  in  describing  the  economy  of  an  area. 
It  is  one  of  the  more  comprehensive  measurements  of  economic 
activity  which  can  be  prepared  on  a  geographic  basis.   Also, 
it  provides  an  excellent  yardstick  for  charting  an  area's 
economic  growth. 

Personal  income  is  the  current  income  received  by  people 
from  all  sources.   It  is  measured  before  deductions  of  taxes 
but  after  deductions  of  social  security,  retirement  funds, 
and  other  social  insurance  programs.  It  covers  the  income 
received  by  people  from  business  and  industrial  establish- 
ments, federal,  state,  and  local  governments.  Among  the 
various  sources  of  Income  are  wages  and  salaries,  supple- 
mentary earnings,  and  interest  payments  which  all  together 
form  "other  income". 

Although  the  City  of  Taylorsville  is  the  basic  unit 
being  studied,  information  on  personal  Income  is  not  presented 
for  several  reasons.   First,  there  is  a  limited  amount  of 
source  data  available  for  metropolitan  areas  of  a  small  size. 
The  estimates  of  personal  income  are  based  mainly  on  counties 
and  any  attempt  to  reduce  this  data  to  a  city  level  will  re- 
duce its  reliability  below  an  acceptable  minimum.  Secondly, 
official  state  income  reports  are  lacking  information  perti- 
nent to  cities  of  Tay lo r s vi 1 1 e ' s  size. 

PER  CAPITA  INCOME 


Money  earnings  for  the  average  worker  in  Alexander  County 
have  increased  between  1949  to  1959.   Usually  the  earnings 
have  increased  faster  than  prices  which  has  resulted  in  an 
increased  rate  of  real  earnings.   On  a  per  capita  basis,  in- 
come Jumped  from  $550  in  1950  to  $1,072  during  1960.  Per 
capita  is  one  measure  of  income  which  is  derived  by  taking 
the  total  income  received  by  an  area  and  dividing  it  by 
the  total  population  producing  an  average  income  per  person. 
In  the  accompanying  table  are  the  per  capita  incomes  of 
several  selected  areas. 
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Location 


1940 


Figure  11 
PER  CAPITA  INCOME 


1950 


1960 


In  c  r ea  s  e 
1950-1960 


As  a 
Percent 
of  U.S. 


United  States 
Southeast 
North  Carolina 
Al  exander  Co . 
Taylorsville 


$595 


$1,491  $2,217 


495 

1  ,204 

1,849 

53  .6% 

83 

4% 

328 

1  ,012 

1  ,  562 

5  4.3% 

70 

5% 



550 

1,072 

9  4.9% 

48 

8% 

-- 

— 

1,233 

— 

55 

6% 

Source:  Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  States,  1965  p. 334. 


The  accompanying  chart  shows  that  personal  per  capita 
income  in  Alexander  County  and  in  Taylorsville  is  well  below 
that  of  the  United  States  and  is  likely  to  continue  to  be 
lower  through  the  next  decade.  The  reasons  for  low  level  in- 
come, equally  applicable  to  other  Carolina  regions,  are  the 
lower  than  average  share  of  high  paying  occupations  and  the 
high  proportion  of  nonwhites  in  the  population.  Although  the 
per  capita  income  in  Alexander  County  has  nearly  doubled  since 
1950,  it  is  still  only  48  per  cent  of  the  per  capita  income 
in  the  United  States.  Likewise,  per  capita  income  in  Taylors- 
ville is  only  55  per  cent  of  the  per  capita  income  in  the 
nation. 

INCOME  DISTRIBUTION  -  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 


The  distribution  of  income  is  frequently  equated  to  the 
level  of  living  and  the  welfare  of  a  community.  Between  1950 
and  1960,  middle  income  groups  in  Alexander  County  received 
the  greatest  share  of  income  gains.  The  reasons  appear  to  be: 
first,  a  substantial  rise  in  wages  and  salary  incomes  which 
go  largely  to  middle  income  groups  occurred;  second,  there  is 
a  tendency  for  wages  and  salaries  to  approach  middle  ground 
with  fewer  highs  and  lows  in  wage  rates.   The  accompanying 
table  indicates  the  percentage  changes  in  family  income  for 
Alexander  County  from  1950  to  1960. 

The  most  obvious  feature  of  the  next   table  is  the  change 
in  the  number  of  families  earning  less  than$3,000  per  year. 
There  is  a  reduction  from  82.8  per  cent  in  1950  to  38.2  per 
cent  in  1960.  This  has  been  due  to  the  reduction  of  people 
employed  in  low-paying  jobs  such  as  part-time  or  subsistence 
farming.  There  has  also  been  a  substantial  increase  in  em- 
ployment in  higher  paying  jobs  such  as  manufacturing  and 
other  nonagr i cu 1 tur a  1  employment. 


FIGURE  12 

REPORTED  FAMILY  INCOME  IN  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 

1950  -  1960 


NUMBER 

OF 

NUMBER 

OF 

FAMILIES 

FAMILIES 

1950 

% 

1960 

°L 

2,11  5 

82.8 

1  ,497 

38. 

385 

11.5 

1,191 

30. 

85 

2.5 

722 

18. 

30 

.9 

361 

9. 

20 

.6 

145 

3. 

55 

1  .7 

CHANGE 


UNDER  $3,000 
$3  ,000  -  4,999 
$5,000  -  6,999 
$7  ,000  -  9,999 
$10  ,000  &  Over 
NOT  REPORTED 


2  -   46.1 

4  +  209.3 

5  +  749.4 
2  +1,10  3.3 
7  +  625.0 


TOTALS 


3  ,350 


100.0 


3,916   100.0 


SOURCE:  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census 


When  personal  income  distribution  is  considered  in 
terms  of  race,  as  indicated  in  the  accompanying  table 
(Figure  13),  large  disparities  are  apparent.  During  income 
tabulations,  it  was  learned  that  60.9  percent  of  the  non- 
white  population  in  Alexander  County  are  earning  less  than 
$3,000  per  year.  Moreover,  the  average  nonwhite  individual 
experiences  lower  per  capita  income  than  does  an  individual 
in  Alexander  County  as  a  whole.  Per  capita  income  for  the 
nonwhite  in  the  County  amounts  to  $623  as  opposed  to  $1,072 
for  the  County  average. 

Figure  13 
REPORTED  NONWHITE  INCOME 


ALEXANDER  COUNTY  1959 


INCOME 


1959 


PERCENT  OF  TOTAL 


UNDER  $1,000 
$1,000  -  2,999 
$3,000  -  4,999 
$5,000  &  OVER 


27 

107 

63 

23 


12.3% 
48.6% 
2  8.6% 
10.5% 


NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE 


220 


100.0% 


TOTAL  PERSONAL  INCOME 
TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME 
AVERAGE  FAMILY  INCOME 
MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME 
PER  CAPITA  INCOME 


$664, 741 

614,000 

2,791 

2,  680 

623 


Reported  income  in  Alexander  County  for  all  residents 
presents  a  different  picture  than  the  one  above.  Average  and 
median  family  incomes  for  whites  are  considerably  higher  in 
the  County  on  the  average  than  those  for  nonwhites.  The  non- 
whites  earn  only  58%  of  the  per  capita  income  total  for  the 
Co  un t  y . 
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Figure  14 
INCOME  OF  ALL  RESIDENTS  IN  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  -  1960 


TOTAL  PERSONAL  INCOME 
TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME 
AVERAGE  FAMILY  INCOME 
MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME 
PER  CAPITA  INCOME 


$16, 746,322 

16,556,500 

4,228 

3,916 

1,072 


INCOME  DISTRIBUTION 


TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 


1960 


In  the  following  tables,  the  reported  family  income  for 
both  white  and  nonwhite  families  is  presented.  Unfortunately, 
income  figures  for  years  prior  to  1960  are  unavailable,  making 
any  type  of  comparison  impossible. 

Income  distribution  in  Taylorsville  Township  during 
1960  is  higher,  on  the  average,  than  is  found  in  Alexander 
County.  Average,  median,  and  per  capita  incomes  are  also 
higher  in  the  Township  than  in  the  County.  This  can  be 
expected  because  of  the  higher  paying  industries  located  in 
the  City  of  Taylorsville  (Figure  15), 


F  igur e  1  5 

REPORTED  FAMILY  INCOME 

TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP  1959 


INCOME 


1959 


PERCENT  OF  TOTAL 


UNDER  $3,000 
$3,000  -  4,999 
$5,000  -  6,999 
$7,000  -  9,999 
$10  ,000  &  OVER 
NOT  REPORTED 


480 
475 
315 
140 
99 
0 


3  1.87. 
31.57. 
21.07o 


27. 
57, 


1,509 


100.07. 


TOTAL  PERSONAL  INCOME 
TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME 
AVERAGE  FAMILY  INCOME 
MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME 
PER  CAPITA  INCOME 


$7,160,913 

7,083  ,000 

4,  694 

4,  158 

1,233 


Source 


Jureau  of  the  Census  1960. 


Nonwhite  income  is  considerably  lower  than  that  of 
other  Taylorsville  Township  members.   The  amount  of  per- 
sonal income  is  closely  related  to  the  size  and  productiv- 
ity of  the  labor  force.   Therefore,  wages  and  salaries 
are  a  measure  of  the  output  an  individual  produces.  This  is 
the  basic  reason  for  the  low  wages  paid  to  the  nonwhite 
workers  in  Taylorsville  Township.  There  is  no  available 
information  from  which  comparisons  can  be  drawn  between 
1950  and  1960;  therefore  only  data  from  1960  will  be  used. 

FIGURE  16 
REPORTED  FAMILY  NONWHITE  INCOME 


INCOME 


1959 


PERCENT  OF  TOTAL 


UNDER  $1,000 
$1,000  -  2,999 
$3  ,000  -  4,999 
$5,000  &  OVER 


17 
66 
42 

4 


13.2% 

51  .2% 

3  2  .  67o 

3  .0% 


NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE 


129 


10  0.0% 


TOTAL  PERSONAL  INCOME 
TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME 
AVERAGE  FAMILY  INCOME 
MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME 
PER  CAPITA  INCOME 


$336,158 

332,500 

2,578 

2,  654 

556 


SOURCE:   U.S.  CENSUS  BUREAU,  1960 


Nonwhite  family  income  has  been  increasing  year  by 
year  although  very  slowly.  Minimum  wage  legislation  has 
been  a  helpful  factor  in  bringing  about  better  wages  for 
this  group  throughout  this  area. 
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Interesting  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  study  of 
per  capita  and  family  income  rates  in  Alexander  County  during 
1960.   It  was  learned  that  38.2  per  cent  of  the  families 
living  in  Alexander  County  are  earning  less  than  $3,000  per 
year.  Likewise,  37.1  per  cent  of  all  families  living  in 
North  Carolina  are  earning  less  than  $3,000  per  year.  The 
number  of  families  earning  less  than  $3,000  per  year  in 
the  United  States  is  lower,  only  21.4  per  cent.   There  is 
also  a  wide  disparity  in  income  for  the  nonwhites  (negroes) 
and  whites.   Among  the  many  reasons  for  this  difference  are 
the  foil  owing : 

1  .   sex, 

2  .   color, 

3 .  o  c  cup  a  t  ion , 

4.  education, 

5.  skill, 

6.  location  of  employment  (area),  and 

7.  a  combination  of  these  factors. 

Such  differences  are  undoubtedly  taken  for  granted  by 
many  people  as  one  of  the  facts  of  life,  particularly  in  a 
nation  of  free  economic  choice  and  enterprise.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  always  a  surprise  to  discover  how  much  disparity  in 
personal  incomes  really  exists. 


WAGES  &  SALARIES  -  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  -  1960 

Money  wages  are  one  form  of  income.   It  is  the  purpose 
of  this  section  to  investigate  the  prices  at  which  wages  are 
paid  to  the  workers  of  Alexander  County.  Unfortunately,  it 
is  impossible  to  locate  weekly  wage  earnings  for  the  City  of 
T ay lo r s vi 1 1 e .  There  are  no  available  figures  of  income  for 
a  city  of  its  size. 

Some  of  those  who  work  for  a  living  receive  piece  wages, 
others  are  paid  by  the  hour,  day,  or  week,  and  still  others 
are  paid  by  the  year.   A  distinction  can  easily  be  made  between 
wages  and  salaries  but  for  purposes  of  our  discussion  the  word 
wages  will  include  both  wages  and  salaries. 
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In  order  to  advance  economically,  a  county  must  be 
concerned  not  only  with  the  number  of  jobs  and  the  types, 
but  also  with  the  industrial  wage  structures.   The  map 
on  the  following  page  compares  the  average  weekly  insured 
wages  in  Alexander  County  and  the  several  surrounding 
counties  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1964.   As  indicated 
by  the  table  (Figure  17),  Alexander  County  has  lower  weekly 
wages  paid  than  any  of  the  surrounding  counties. 

FIGURE  17 
SELECTED  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  -  1964  BY  COUNTY 


1964  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGE  FOR  NORTH  CAROLINA 


$81  .17 


1964  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGE  FOR  CALDWELL 

1964  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGE  FOR  CATAWBA 

1964  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGE  FOR  IREDELL 

1964  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGE  FOR  WILKES 

1964  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGE  FOR  ALEXANDER 


80.22 
76.18 
76.09 
71.31 
70.32 


SOURCE: 
19  65. 


NORTH     CAROLINA     INSURED    EMPLOYMENT     AND    WAGE    PAYMENTS, 


AVERAGE    WEEKLY  WAGE    RATES    OF    INSURED    EMPLOYMENT   IN  ALEXANDER   CO. 
AND     SELECTED   COUNTIES    FOR    THE    FOURTH   QUARTER  -   1964 


SOURCE:     EMPLOYMENT    SECURITY     COMMISSION     OFN.C,     MAY,    1965 
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According  to  the  preceding  map  income  seems  to  vary  direct- 
ly with  the  residence  of  the  worker.  Furthermore,  it  can  be 
assumed  that  higher  levels  of  income  are  generally  found  in 
the  heavier  populated  counties  where  more  jobs  are  located. 
The  choice  of  employment  is  more  limited  in  the  smaller  towns, 
villages,  and  farming  areas  where  work  is  restricted  to  the 
lower  paying  industries  with  less  chance  for  financial  gain. 

For  the  planning  economist,  the  use  of  wage  comparisons 
can  simplify  the  answers  to  a  number  of  financial  questions. 
First,  they  are  simple  because  workers  can  understand  them 
and  they  are  readily  translatable.  Second,  they  seem  equal 
because  they  reaffirm  the  idea  that  workers  in  similar  jobs 
in  the  same  industry  or  bargaining  area  should  receive  similar 
pay  for  similar  work.  Third,  employers  usually  find  them 
reasonable  because  each  firm  feels  that  their  competitors 
should  pay  the  same  wages  and  maintain  the  same  working 
conditions  as  they  do. 

Wages  per  worker  in  the  counties  surrounding  Alexander 
vary  widely  in  amounts.  The  accompanying  table  shows  the 
average  weekly  earnings  of  insured  employment  by  county  for 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1964  in  North  Carolina.  The  data  on 
wages  and  salaries  are  made  available  by  the  North  Carolina 
Employment  Security  Commission  and  represent  approximately 
80  per  cent  of  the  total  labor  force  in  North  Carolina  ex- 
cluding agricultural  and  the  self-employed. 

Figure  18 
INSURED  EMPLOYMENT  BY  COUNTY  AND  SELECTED  INDUSTRY 

GROUP 


COUNTY 


CONST.    MANUF, 


TRANSP, 


TRADE     TOTAL 


Alexander  $63.28  $74.17  $106.72 

Caldwell  84.82  86.27  116.43 

Wilkes  65.34  70.92  101.25 

Iredell  77.55  81.31  100.63 


$61 . 66  $72.79 

92.98  87  .62 

70.72  73.11 

75.46  80. 18 


North  Carolina  $82.06   85.80 


112.14 


80.  60 


15.64 


Source:  North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission. 
May  1965. 

Mentioned  previously,  the  weekly  wages  in  Alexander 
ounty  are  lower  than  any  of  the  surrounding  counties.  This 
ay  be  attributed  to  the  notoriously  low  wages  paid  by  the 


c 

may 


may  oe  atcrioutea  to  tne  notoriously  low  wages  paia  Dy  tt 
textile  and  furniture  industries.  Workers  themselves  can 
often  be  a  factor  in  the  static  wages  offered  in  these  in- 
dustries because  they  do  not  have  any  union  organizations 
within  the  entire  County.  Workers  may  regard  their  job  as 
a  lifetime  investment,  in  return  entitled  for  protection 
and  job  security.  For  this  reason,  workers  may  not  favor 
any  political  action  and  economic  proposals  for  unioniza- 
tion which  might  threaten  their  jobs  or  their  wages. 
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Many  of  the  industrialized  cities  in  the  surrounding 
counties  such  as  Statesville  and  Hickory  have  national 
representation  through  their  unions.  Industrial  unionism 
in  these  cases  of  low  wages  has  often  emphasized  across 
the  board  wage  increases  for  all  workers  in  the  bargaining 
unit,  mostly  as  a  matter  of  survival  of  its  members. 

The  wage  policies  of  the  unions  can  eliminate,  over 
a  period  of  time,  a  long-standing  differential  in  wages 
that  already  exists  in  Alexander  County.  It  would  have 
the  effect  of  keeping  up  with  the  counties  surrounding 
Alexander  which  offer  higher  weekly  salaries  for  their 
wo  rkers . 

WAGES  -  A  NATIONAL  COMPARISON 

Presented  in  the  accompanying  table  (Figure  19)  is 
the  annual  weekly  insured  wage  paid  to  the  workers  regional- 
ly and  nationally  from  1956  through  1963.   Obviously,  the 
insured  wage  paid  in  Alexander  County  has  historically 
lagged  behind  that  of  the  State  and  way  behind  that  of  the 
Nation. 

Both  Alexander  County  and  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
have  consistently  paid  wages  lower  than  those  paid  in  the 
Nation.  This  unfortunate  situation  can  be  expected  to  con- 
tinue into  the  1970's.   North  Carolina  like  Alexander  County 
has  a  lower  than  average  share  of  high  paying  industries, 
and  in  many  areas  it  is  completely  dominated  by  low  wage 
paying  industries.   This  situation  is  not  able  to  change 
overnight  but  will  require  a  period  of  time  to  correct  it- 
self. 

The  wage  differential  indicates  that  residence  affects 
income  by  limiting  the  type  of  work  available  to  the  indi- 
vidual in  Alexander  County  and  even  in  North  Carolina.  This 
wide  differential  between  weekly  wages  can  be  corrected  and 
in  time  it  is  expected.  The  following  will  contribute  to  a 
higher  weekly  wage  for  the  average  individual; 

1.  anticipated  rise  in  educational  levels  and  training 
of  the  labor  force; 

2.  a  shift  in  the  types  of  occupations  to  a  higher  value 
added  or  to  a  higher  paying  industry; 

3.  increased  urbanization  which  would  help  attract  more 
industry  from  other  sections  of  the  Nation;  and 

4.  organized  attempts  which  might  help  to  improve  the 
wage  structure. 
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Figure  19 
AL  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  INSURED  EARNINGS 


1956  THROUGH  1965 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
WEEKLY  WAGE  AS 

ALEXANDER  COUNTY 

A  PERCENT  OF 

ALEXANDER 

WEEKLY  WAGE  AS  A 

YEAR 

UNITED  STATES 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

UNITED  STATES 

COUNTY 

.PERCENT  OF: 

U.S.          N .C. 

1956 

581.15 

559.29 

72.8 

547 .89 

59.0          80.7 

1957 

84.  18 

61  .43 

73.0 

48.04 

57.0         78.2 

1958 

86.56 

63  .13 

72.9 

47.31 

54.6         74.9 

1959 

90.90 

67.13 

73  .9 

51.37 

57.6         76.5 

1960 

93  .34 

68.81 

73.7 

51.71 

55.3         75.1 

1961 

95.55 

70.82 

74.  1 

56.01 

58.6         79.0 

1962 

99.04 

74.16 

74.1 

59.13 

59.7         79.7 

1963 

102.09 

76.36 

74.8 

63.3  1 

62.0         82.9 

1964 

105.27 

80.18 

76.2 

70.  64 

67.1         88.1 

Source: 

North  Carolina 

Employment  S e c u r 1 c 
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RETAIL  SALES 
AND  CONSUMER 
NDING 


RETAIL  SPENDING 

During  the  six  years  between  1958  and  1963,  Alexander 
County  ha   a  7.3  per  cent  increase  in  retail  sales.  Evidence 
indicates  that  the  County  is  slipping  in  its  share  of  the 
markets  and  retail  trade.   The  period  of  1954  through  1958 
resulted  in  a  retail  trade  increase  of  49.4  per  cent  and 
since  that  time  retail  trade  has  only  been  one-seventh  of 
the  former  amount. 

In  the  analysis  of  consumer  spending  in  Alexander 
County  from  1958  to  1963,  family  outlays  in  four  of  the 
eight  major  categories  have  advanced.   However,  the  per- 
centage increases  are  very  uneven.   The  accompanying  table 
(Figure  20)  indicates  the  change  in  percentage  of  retail 
sales  in  1963  over  those  of  1958. 


Flgur 
ALEXANDER  COUNTY  RETAIL  SALES  BY  CATEGORIES  1954 


19  63  AND  THE  PERCENTAGE  OF 


1954 

1958 

Percent 

1963 

Percent 

CATEGORIES 

(5000) 

(5000) 

Of  Change 

(5000) 

Of  Change 

Food  Stores 

51,805 

52,280 

+  2  6.37. 

53,926 

+  7  2.27. 

Eating  6,  Drinking 

98 

135 

+3  7 .ax 

289 

+  114.17. 

General  Merchandise 

1,43  2 

2,496 

+74.3% 

617 

-  7  5.3% 

Apparel  Access. 

147 

231 

+  57.17. 

433 

+  8  7.47. 

Furniture 

514 

589 

+  14.67. 

509 

-  13.67. 

Automotive 

1,611 

2,231 

+3  8  .  57. 

3,280 

+  47.07. 

Gas  Stations 

585 

820 

+  40.27. 

1,547 

+  88.77. 

Bldg.  Materials 

384 

529 

+  3  7  .87. 

467 

-  11.77. 

Drug  Stores 

* 

* 

* 

484 

* 

Others 

524 

1  ,413 

+  169.77. 

431 

-  69.57. 

TOTAL 

57,474 

511 , 166 

+  49.47. 

511,983 

+  07.37. 

'Withheld  to  avoid  disci 

osure 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of 

the  Census 

,  1963  Cens 

us  of  Busine 
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Unfortunately,  retail  sales  in  general  merchandise  have 
dwindled  75  per  cent  from  1958.   At  the  same  time,  furniture 
and  building  materials  have  decreased.  The  biggest  factor 
leading  to  this  decline  is  the  lack  of  the  present  retail 
outlets  which  specialize  in  this  type  of  merchandise  and  a 
failure  of  existing  stores  to  offer  a  wide  range  of  necessary 
goods  . 

During  the  period  from  1958  to  1963,  the  four  counties 
surrounding  Alexander  enjoyed  the  following  percentage  gains 
in  total  retail  sales. 

Alexander  County      +07.2% 

Wilkes  County  +21.7% 

Iredell  County  +45.3% 

Caldwell  County  +31.3% 

Catawba  County  +34.5% 

Where  other  businesses  are  more  efficient  and  can  give 
lower  costs,  more  variety,  and  better  products,  they  will 
have  a  place  in  any  community.   Thus,  people  are  willing  to 
drive  a  few  miles  to  find  the  goods  they  need  and  expect 
from  a  good  retail  establishment. 


ACTUAL  RETAIL  TRADE  -  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 

How  consumers  spend  their  dollars  and  how  much  should 
be  expected  from  a  given  region  like  Alexander  County  depends 
upon  a  variety  of  factors  which  can  only  be  tentatively 
assessed.  However,  the  Research  Section  of  the  Division  of 
Community  Planning  has  prepared  a  formula  which  provides  the 
expected  retail  sales  for  a  given  amount  of  income  generated 
in  the  community.  For  example,  the  total  income  of  Alexander 
County  during  1963  amounted  to  $23,107,000.   When  the  formula 
for  retail  sales  is  applied  to  this  figure,  the  expected  dollar 
amount  of  retail  sales  should  have  amounted  to  $14,026,000. 
Actually  the  retail  sales  in  Alexander  County  amounted  to 
$11,983,000  which  was  $2,043,000  below  the  expected  amount. 
Such  a  loss  of  retail  sales  or  the  inability  to  attract  the 
expected  amount  suggests  an  area  where  improvement  should  be 
made.  The  accompanying  table  indicates  the  retail  sales  as 
applied  to  the  total  personal  income  in  Alexander  County. 
(See  figure  21.) 
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FIGURE  21 

RETAIL  SALES  RELATIVE  TO  1963  PERSONAL  INCOME  -  ALEXANDER 

COUNTY 


1963  Total  Personal  Income 
1963  Total  Retail  Sales 


Retail  Sales  as  a  %  of  Income 


Al exander 
County 
$23,107,000 
$11,983,000 

51.9% 


Expected  Retail  Sales  According 
to  the  State  Ratio 

Difference  from  Actual  Expected 

Percentage  Loss 


$14,026,000 
$  2,043,000 
-14.67. 


SOURCE:  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS. 
1963 

The  following  table  shows  a  breakdown  of  retail  cate- 
gories with  the  actual  sales  as  opposed  to  the  expected 
amount  according  to  a  state-wide  formula.  (Figure  22) 

Figure  22 
ACTUAL  RETAIL  SALES  IN  19  63  AS  OPPOSED  TO  WHAT  THEY  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  -  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 


Total 

1962 

Personal 

(SOOO) 

Total 

1963 

Retail 

Sales 

(5000) 

7.  Of 

Retail 

Sales 

To 

Income 

Expected          Difference 
Retail            Actual 
Sales  @            From 
State  Ratio        Expected 
(SOOO)               (5000) 

COUNTY  TOTALS 

23,  107 

11,983 

51  .9 

14,026 

-2,043 

RETAIL  TRADE 
KIND-OF-BUSINESS  GROUP 

467 

3.9 

851 

Expected 
7. 

-   384 

Lumber,  Bldg.  Materials, 
Hardware,  Farm  Equip. 
Dealers 

7.  1 

General  Merchandise 
Group  Stores 

617 

5.1 

1,294 

10.8 

-   677 

Food  Stores 

3,926 

32.8 

2,792 

23.3 

+1,134 

Automotive  Dealers 

3  ,280 

27.4 

2,481 

20.7 

+   799 

Gasoline  Service 
Stations 

1,547 

12  .9 

1  ,019 

8.5 

+   528 

Apparel,  Accessory 
Stores 

433 

3  .6 

695 

5.8 

-   262 

Furniture,  Home  Furnishings, 
Equipment  Stores 

509 

4.3 

587 

4.9 

78 

Eating,  Drinking  Places 

283 

2  .4 

551 

4.6 

-   268 

Drug  Stores,  Proprietary 

484 

4.0 

371 

3.  1 

+   113 

}ther  Retail  Stores              j 

431 

3  .6 

1,342 

11  .2 

-   911 

=,  1963  Ce 

sus  c 

f  Bus  in 

ss  a 

id  Spec 

a 

Projec 

ts  Sectio 

,  compulatlo 
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In  reviewing  the  marketing  implications  of  these  statis- 
tics, Alexander  County  is  not  taking  in  its  alloted  percentage 
share  of  retail  sales  but  in  effect  is  losing  retail  sales 
to  the  other  counties  which  surround  it.   Obviously  money  that 
is  earned  in  the  County  is  being  spent  in  stores  out  from 
Alexander,  that  is,  money  is  being  put  into  the  hands  of 
other  merchants  by  people  who  neither  work  nor  live  there. 
This  leads  to  the  undesirable  position  of  low  retail  sales 
for  the  home  merchants.  This  trend  is  expected  to  continue 
into  the  future  and  is  directly  related  to  the  large  number 
of  people  who  commute. 

ADDITIONAL  SOURCE  OF  RETAIL  SALES  INFORMATION 

The  North  Carolina  Sales  and  Use  Tax  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Revenue  has  computed  retail  sales  figures 
for  all  of  the  100  counties  in  the  State.  Usually   there  is 
a  difference  between  the  figures  put  out  by  the  Department 
of  Revenue  and  those  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
For  example,  the  following  table  illustrates  how  the  two 
sources  differ  in  their  amounts  of  retail  sales: 

Alexander  County 
1963  1964 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census       $11,983,000     Not  Available 
N.C.  Dept.  of  Revenue  $14,876,917     $15,323,319 


Source:  Statistics  of  Taxation,  State  of  North  Carolina, 
page  232,  1964. 

In  this  report  as  in  other  economic  and  population 
studies  published  by  this  Division,  census  data  on  retail 
sales  are  considered  more  authoritative  and  more 
accurate.   The  North  Carolina  Department  of  Revenue  defines 
retail  sales  as  those  subject  to  sales  tax  on  all  sales 
regardless  of  the  nature  of  the  establishment.  The  term 
"retail  sales"  as  used  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  means 
receipts  from  sale  of  merchandise  and  also  receipts  from 
establishments  where  the  primary  activity  of  the  firm  is 
retail  trade.   Retail  sales  made  by  manufacturers,  whole- 
salers, services  establishments  such  as  hospitals,  and  other 
establishments,  whose  primary  activity  is  not  retail  trade 
are  excluded  from  the  retail  sales  reported  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census.  Nevertheless,  they  are  used  by  the  Department 
o  f  Revenue  . 

Sales  tabulated  by  the  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Revenue  include  receipts  from  funeral  parlors,  hospitals, 
sales  made  by  industrial  plants  which  can  include  their 
entire  volume  for  one  year,  and  other  similar  situations. 
Many  of  the  firms  which  the  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Revenue  includes  as  retail  trade  establishments  only  provide 
a  service,  which  in  the  author's  viewpoint  does  not  consti- 
tute a  trade  or  a  sale  but  a  payment  for  a  service. 
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APPENDIX 


APPENDIX 


EDUCATION  LEVELS 


Total  Population  I960 


Taylorsvllle 
Townsh Ip 


Al  exander 
County 


People  25  years  of  age 

5,810 

15,625 

and  over 

3,022 

o  r 

52.17. 

8,037 

or  51.47, 

Those  with  no  schooling 

56 

0  r 

1.9% 

113 

or  1  1  .  47. 

Those  with  an  elementary 

education  of  1  to  8  years 

1,  611 

o  r 

53.37o 

4,929 

or  61.37, 

Those  with  a  high  school 

education  of  1  to  4  years 

1,017 

o  r 

3  3.77. 

2,411 

or  3  0.07, 

Those  with  a  college  edu- 

cation of  1  to  4  years 

338 

0  r 

13.07o 

584 

or   8.77. 

The  middle  number  of 

school  years  completed 

or  median  number 

8.4  years 

7 . 8  years 

U.S .  =  1( 

) . 9  years 

Nonwhite  Population  1960 

Taylorsvllle 
Townsh  ip 

Alexander 
County 

People  25  years  of  age 

and  over 

224 

485 

Those  with  no  schooling 

9 

o  r 

3.77. 

9 

or   1.97, 

Those  with  an  elementary 

education  of  1  to  8  years 

142 

0  r 

58.27. 

332 

or  68.57. 

Those  with  a  high  school 

education  of  1  to  4  years 

84 

0  r 

3  4.47. 

126 

or  2  6.07, 

Those  with  a  college  edu- 

cation of  1  to  4  years 

9 

0  r 

3.77. 

18 

or   3.67, 

Median  number  of  school 

years  comp 1 e  t  ed 

7.57, 

7.57, 
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SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  BY  AGE  GROUPS  ALEXANDER  COUNTY  1950-1960 


AGE  GROUP 


1950 


1960 


1950-1960 
Change 


5-6 

7-13 

14-15 

16  -  17 

18  -  24 


265 

214 

2,130 

2,392 

510 

525 

265 

448 

135 

183 

3  ,305 


3,  762 


-19.2% 
+  12.37. 
+  2.9% 
+69.1% 
+3  4.6% 


+  13  .8% 


SOURCE:   U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census 


MEDIAN  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 
PERSONS  OVER  25 

TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 
Alexander  County 
State  of  North  Carolina 


1950 


1960 


NA 

8, 

.4 

7.3 

7, 

.8 

7.9 

8, 

.9 

Percent  of  Persons  Between 
Ages  14  and  17  in  School 

TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 
Alexander  County 
State  of  North  Carolina 


1950 


1960 


NA 

NA 

68. 

0% 

81. 

7% 

78. 

1% 

82. 

8% 

Percent  of  High  School  Graduates 
Who  Go  to  College,  1963 

TAYLORSVILLE  NA 

Alexander  County         40.3% 
State  of  North  Carolina    47.1% 
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OCCUATIONAL  GROUP  FOR  TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP  WHITE  AND  NONWHITE  1960  BY  SEX 


MALES 

WHITE 

PERCENT 
OF    TOTAL 

NONWHITE 

PERCENT 
OF    TOTAL 

PROFESSOR,     TEACHERS 

82 

5.5% 

0 

0.0% 

FARMERS    AND    FARM    MANAGERS 

97 

6.1% 

5 

0.3% 

MANAGERS,     OFFICES,     PROPRIETORS 

151 

10.0% 

0 

0.0% 

CLERICAL    AND    KINDRED    WORKERS 

44 

2  .  6% 

5 

0.3% 

SALES    WORKERS 

64 

4.3% 

0 

0.0% 

CRAFTSMEN    AND    FIREMEN 

328 

2  0.6% 

11 

1.0% 

OPERATIVES 

512 

3  1  .  4% 

37 

2  .  5% 

PRIVATE    HOUSEHOLD    WORKERS 

5 

0.3% 

5 

0.3% 

SERVICE    WORKERS 

43 

2.3% 

9 

0  .  6% 

FARM    LABORERS 

22 

0.8% 

10 

0.7% 

COMMON     LABORERS 

106 

5.2% 

27 

1  .8% 

OCCUPATIONS    NOT     REPORTED 

51 

2  .  7% 

10 

0  .  7% 

TOTAL     1,505    MALES 

1,383 

9  1  .8% 

122 

8.2% 

FEMALES 

WHITE 

PERCENT 
OF    TOTAL 

NONWHITE 

PERCENT 
OF    TOTAL 

PROFESSOR,     TEACHERS 

105 

11.2% 

4 

0.5% 

FARMERS,     FARM    MANAGERS 

0 

0.0% 

0 

0.0% 

MANAGERS,     OFFICES,     PROPRIETORS 

32 

3  .  4% 

0 

0.0% 

CLERICAL    AND    KINDRED    WORKERS 

80 

8.5% 

0 

0.0% 

SALES    WORKERS 

54 

5.8% 

5 

0.5% 

CRAFTSMEN     AND    FIREMEN 

4 

0  .  5% 

0 

0.0% 

OPERATIVES 

445 

46.2% 

30 

3.2% 

PRIVATE    HOUSEHOLD    WORKERS 

18 

1.9% 

58 

6.9% 

SERVICE    WORKERS 

57 

6.1% 

18 

1  .9% 

FARM     LABORERS 

4 

0.5% 

0 

0.0% 

COMMON    LABORERS 

4 

0.5% 

0 

0.0% 

OCCUPATIONS    NOT     REPORTED 

20 

2  .  4% 

0 

0.0% 

TOTAL    938    FEMALES 

823 

88.2% 

115 

13  .0% 

AGRICULTURAL    DATA    ON    ALEXANDER    COUNTY    1954    -     1953 

ALL    FARMS 

1954 
1  ,  504 

1958 
1,2  66       -15.8% 

Proportion    of    Land     in     Farms 
Average    Size    of    Farms 

White    Operators 
Nonwhlte    Operators 

69.  1% 
74.9%    acres 

1,449    or    96.3% 
5  5    or    0  3.7% 

62  .0% 

80.0%    acres 
+    6.4% 

1,224    or    96.7% 
4  2    or    0  3.3% 

TOTAL 

1,50  4          100.0% 

1,266          100.0% 

AVERAGE  EMPLOYMENT  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA 


1961 

1964 

Percentage 

Industry 

(In   Thou 

sands) 

Change 

Nonagr 1 cul t ura  1  Industries 

1,209.1 

1,341 .2 

+  10.9 

Manufacturing 

509.0 

558.2 

+  9.0 

Durable  goods 

141.0 

157.4 

+  11.6 

Lumber  and  Wood  Products 

30.7 

30.  1 

-  9.2 

Furniture 

44. 1 

53.2 

+  20.6 

Stone,  Clay,  and  Glass 

10.6 

11.7 

+  10.4 

Primary  Metals 

2.4 

3.0 

+  25.0 

Fabricated  Metals 

8.6 

10.4 

+  20.9 

Nonelectrical  Machinery 

12.1 

14.9 

+  23.1 

Electrical  Machinery 

25.5 

25.1 

-  1.6 

Transpor tat  ion 

4.0 

4.  7 

-(-17.5 

Other  Durables  (1) 

3.0 

4.3 

+  43.3 

Nondurables 

368.0 

400.8 

+  8.9 

Food 

34.0 

36.3 

+  6.7 

Tobacco  Manufacturers 

32.7 

31.7 

-  3.0 

Textile  Mill  Products 

221.3 

233.0 

+  5.3 

Apparel 

38.6 

52.2 

+  35.2 

Paper 

13  .8 

14.1 

+  2.2 

Printing  and  Publishing 

9.8 

11.0 

+  12.2 

Chemicals 

14.1 

16.7 

+  18.4 

Other  Nondurables  (2) 

3.  7 

5.8 

+  56.8 

Nonmanuf ac tur ing 

700.  1 

783  .0 

+  11.8 

Mining 

3.4 

2.5 

-26.5 

Contract  construction 

66.6 

75.4 

+  13.2 

Transportation,  communications,  and 

Utilities 

63.5 

70.5 

+  11.0 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade 

219.4 

245.3 

+  11.8 

Finance,  Insurance,  Real  Estate 

44.8 

51  .5 

+  14.9 

Service  and  Miscellaneous 

131  .0 

147.6 

+  12.3 

Government 

171.0 

190.2 

+  11.2 

(1)  Includes  instruments  an d  m i s c e 1 1  a n ec 

us  manufac 

turing  industries.      | 

(2)  Includes  leather  and  leather  produc 

s,  rubber 

products,  an 

d 

petroleum  products. 

TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP 

ALL  HOUSING  UNITS 

TOTAL 

11 

68.5% 

20.47, 

11.17. 


WHITE 
1  ,554 

1,110  or 
299  or 
145  or 

7  1  .  57. 

19.27. 

9.37. 

NONWHITE 
134 

46  or  3  4.37. 
4  6  or  3  4.3  7. 
42  or  3  1.47. 

1  ,688 

1,156 

345 
187 

SOUND  UNITS 

DETERIORATING 

DILAPIDATED 

ALEXANDER  COUNTY 

ALL  HOUSING  UNITS 

SOUND  UNITS 

DETERIORATING 

DILAPIDATED 

TOTAL 

4,505 

2,799 

1,108 

386 

11 

64.27, 

2  5.87. 

9.07. 

WHITE 

4,293 

2,875  or 

1,177  or 

453  or 

63  .87. 
2  6.17. 
10.17. 

NONWHITE 

212 

7  6  or  3  5.97. 
69  or  3  2.57. 
6  7  or  3  1.57. 

North  Carolina  State  Library 
Raleigh 
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EMPLOYABLE  MALES  IN  TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP  AND  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 
14  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND  OVER  DURING  1960 


Employment  Status 


Tay lo  r svi 1 1 e 
Townsh  ip 


Al  exander 
Count  y 


Male,  14  and  over 
Labo  r  Force 

Percent  of  Total 
Civilian  Labor  Force 

Emp loy ed 

Unemp loy ed 

Percent  of  Civil  Labor  Force 
Not  in  Labor  Force 

Inmate  of  Institution 

Enrolled  in  School 

Other,  under  65  years  of  age 

Other,  65  years  old  and  over 


1979 

5307 

1551 

4159 

78.4 

78.4 

1551 

4151 

1505 

4061 

46 

90 

3.0 

2.2 

428 

1148 

83 

83 

146 

436 

107 

308 

92 

321 

Tay lorsvil le 

Al  exander 

Townsh  ip 

County 

146 

282 

127 

227 

87.0 

80.5 

127 

227 

122 

222 

5 

5 

3.9 

2.2 

19 

55 

NONWHITE 


Male,  14  and  over 
Labo  r  Fo  r ce 

Percent  of  Total 
Civilian  Labor  Force 

Emp loyed 

Unemp loyed 
Percent  of  Civil  Labor  Force 
Not  in  Labor  Force 
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EMPLOYABLE  FEMALES  IN  TAYLORSVILLE  TOWNSHIP  AND  ALEXANDER  COUNTY 
14  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND  OVER  DURING  1960 


WHITE  Taylorsville     Alexander 

Townsh  ip  County 

Femal e,  14  and  over  2107  5571 

Labo  r  Force 

Percent  of  Total 

Emp loy ed 

Unemp 1 o  y ed 
Percent  of  Civilian  Labor  Force 
Not  in  Labor  Force 

Inmate  of  Institution 

Enrolled  in  School 

Other,  under  65  years  old 

Other,  65  years  old  and  over 

Married  women  in  Labor  Force 
Husband  present 
With  Own  Children  under  6 


NONWHITE 


Female ,  14  and  over  180  379 

Labor  Force  127  218 

Percent  of  Total  71.7  57.5 

Employed  115  200 

Unemployed  14  18 

Percent  of  Labor  Force  1.1  8.3 

Not  in  Labor  Force  51  161 

Married  Women  in  Labor  Force 

Husband  90  18 

With  Own  Children  under  6  41  18 


988 

2235 

46.9 

40.  1 

938 

2107 

50 

128 

5.1 

5.7 

1119 

3336 

24 

24 

216 

535 

721 

2249 

158 

528 

697 

1472 

242 

454 

Taylorsville 

Al  exander 

Townsh  ip 

County 
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